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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Happy New Year 2022!

We have successfully completed another orbit around the sun!  The new year begins this week and while
celebrations vary all over the world, common traditions include:

Making resolutions or goals to improve one’s life.  Common resolutions concern diet, exercise, bad habits,
and other issues concerning personal wellness.

A common view is to use the first day of the year as a clean slate to improve one’s life.

A gathering of loved ones: Here you’ll typically find champagne, feasting, confetti, noise makers, and other
methods of merriment Fireworks, parades, concerts.

Famous parades include London’s New Year’s Day Parade and the Rose Parade in Pasadena, California.

Superstitions concerning food or visitors to bring luck.  This especially includes circle-shaped foods, which
symbolize cycles.

The reasoning behind superstitions is that the first day of the year sets precedent for the following days.

A common superstition specific to New Year’s Day concerns a household’s first visitor of the year—tradition
states that if a tall, dark-haired stranger is the first to walk through your door, called the First Footer or Lucky

Bird, you’ll have good luck all year.

Also, if you want to subscribe to superstition, don’t let anything leave the house on New Year’s Day, except for
people. Tradition say’s: don’t take out the trash and leave anything you want to take out of the house on New

Year’s outside the night before. If you must remove something, make sure to replace it by bringing an item into
the house. These policies of balance apply in other areas as well—avoiding paying bills, breaking anything, or

shedding tears.

The first of January was a highly significant day in medieval superstitions regarding prosperity, or lack of it, in the
year ahead.  A flat cake was put on one of the horns of a cow in every farmyard.  The farmer and his workers

would then sing a song and dance around the cow until the cake was thrown to the ground.  If it fell in front of the
cow, that signified good luck; to fall behind indicated the opposite.

I think it is much easier to eat some black-eyed peas and cabbage and just ensure a lucky and prosperous new
year!
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NEW YEAR’S WEATHER FOLKLORE

In particular, weather folklore often looks to the wind.

Try this. Step outside as the sun sets on New Year’s Eve. Feel the wind and recite:

If New Year’s Eve the wind blows south
It betokens warmth and growth.

If west, much milk and fish in the sea.
If north, cold and storms there will be.
If east, the trees will bear much fruit.

If north east, then flee it, man and brute.

Others believed the time to check out the wind was at sunrise on New Year’s Day, but if you had any fun the
night before, it will be hard to wake up at dawn.

If you forgot to check the wind, don’t worry.
Other lore says that the first 12 days of the year are just as useful. The weather on the first, good or bad, will

reflect how January will feel. The second day forecasts February and so on.

Here's to having a much better year than 2021 was.  Everyone needs to eat lots of black-eyed peas and
cabbage!

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

December 26 - National Candy Cane Day, National Thank-you Note Day, National Whiner’s Day,
Boxing Day (Canada)

December 27 - National Fruitcake Day

December 28 - National Short Film Day, National Chocolate Candy Day, National Card Playing Day,
Holy Innocents Day, Pledge of Allegiance Day

December 29 - National Pepper Pot Day, Tick Tock Day

December 30 - National Bicarbonate of Soda Day, Falling Needles Family Fest Day, Bacon Day

December 31 - National Champagne Day, No Interruptions Day, Make Up Your Mind Day, New
Years Eve, Universal Hour of Peace

January 1 - New Years Day, National Bloody Mary Day, National Hangover Day, National Play
Outside Day
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Kingsbury Market Hiatus

Most vendors that sell their wares during the Kingsbury Market Days will be taking a hiatus for the winter and
returning in February.

Any vendors are still welcome to set up and sell items so there may be some booths throughout the next few
weeks.

Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website
under Calendar.
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For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in

the TexMesonet network.

Hello January

In addition to the first of the new year, this week sees the first day of the new month of January.

January was originally the eleventh month, not the first, until at least 153 B.C.

January is named after the Roman god Janus, who was always shown as having two heads. He looked back to
the last year and forward to the new one. The Roman New Year festival was called the Calends, and people

decorated their homes and gave each other gifts.

Janus am I; oldest of potentates;
Forward I look, and backward, and below

I count, as god of avenues and gates,
The years that through my portals come and go.

---- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, American poet (1807–82)

The January birthstone, the garnet, is thought to keep the wearer safe during travel.  Garnets were also thought
to prevent nightmares. If you dream of losing a garnet necklace, unexpected good fortune is in your future.

The January birth flowers are the carnation and snowdrop.

The carnation comes in several different colors, which convey different meanings, much like roses. A pink
carnation means affection, while a red carnation means ‘I love you.’  White carnations mean pure love, striped

carnations mean regret that a love is not shared, and yellow means rejection or disappointment. 

The snowdrop used to be considered bad luck because it always seemed to grow in graveyards, but nowadays,
this delicate flower signifies hope and beauty.

The new year opens—old is past,
Stern winter comes with its rough blast:

See the farmer shivering with cold,
Driving his flocks and herds to fold.

—The 1793 Old Farmer’s Almanac
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Texas Becomes A State

This week in Texas history, on December 29, 1845, six months after the congress of the Republic of Texas
accepts U.S. annexation of the territory, Texas is admitted into the United States as the 28th state.

After gaining independence from Spain in the 1820s, Mexico welcomed foreign settlers to sparsely populated
Texas, and a large group of Americans led by Stephen F. Austin settled along the Brazos River. The Americans
soon outnumbered the resident Mexicans, and by the 1830s attempts by the Mexican government to regulate
these semi-autonomous American communities led to rebellion. In March 1836, in the midst of armed conflict

with the Mexican government, Texas declared its independence from Mexico.
The Texas volunteers initially suffered defeat against the forces of Mexican General Santa Anna–the Alamo fell

and Sam Houston’s troops were forced into an eastward retreat. However, in late April, Houston’s troops
surprised a Mexican force at San Jacinto, and Santa Anna was captured, bringing an end to Mexico’s efforts to

subdue Texas.

The citizens of the independent Republic of Texas elected Sam Houston president but also endorsed the
entrance of Texas into the Union. The likelihood of Texas joining the Union as a slave state delayed any formal
action by the U.S. Congress for more than a decade. In 1844, Congress finally agreed to annex the territory of
Texas. On December 29, 1845, Texas entered the United States  as the 28th state in the union, and set into

motion the events leading to the Mexican-American War.
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Public Meeting on Grant Funds

The City of Kingsbury was awarded a grant for $32,954 as part of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Relief Fund. 
There are specific categories that these funds can be used for and the City Commission would like to get input

from the citizens here on how these funds could be used.

There will be a Public Meeting on Saturday, January 15th at 1:00 pm in the Kingsbury fire station to explain the
grant terms and hear what ways these funds could best be used for the people here in Kingsbury.

Mark your calendars and be a part of the conversation!

Kingsbury Bank Passbook

The First National Bank of Kingsbury burned down in 1929 but there is still a little piece of it around in the form of
a bank passbook.  W.H. Brown had a passbook for the bank and instead of recording his account balance, he

used the little book to record family dates.
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The book has a canvas cover and is only about 3 inches tall and has 6 or so pages in it.  The first page in the
passbook just says "Married Sept 7/1927" (I think those are "7"s and not "1"s) and "Ruth Benner Born Feb

5 1910".  There is a Zerelda Ruth Benner Brown (1910-1993) who is buried in the Kingsbury Cemetery and was
born on February 5, 1910.  She married Henry William Brown (1901-1969) who was born on January 10, 1901. 
So I think that the first page in W.H. Brown's bank passbook is his own important dates.  He recorded his birth

date (and scratched it out for some reason), the date he married, and the name and birth date of his wife.

There are several more names and dates on some of the other pages that make note of the birth dates of his
children.  Very important dates written in such a tiny little book.  I'll bet that he never realized what a historic item
this is being from the First National Bank of Kingsbury.  I wonder how many more of these may still be out there?

Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?
Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of

any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about
what's going on in their community.
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Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather    

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters    

This email was sent to kingsburytexas@gmail.com

why did I get this? unsubscribe from this list update subscription preferences

City of Kingsbury · PO Box 99 · Kingsbury, TX 78638-0099 · USA
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