
Kingsbury Texas
News & Information Newsletter

Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Happy Thanksgiving!

This Thursday is Thanksgiving Day.  And Friday, November 26, marks the day that President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed a bill officially establishing the fourth Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day in 1941.

The tradition of celebrating the holiday on Thursday dates back to the early history of the Plymouth and
Massachusetts Bay colonies, when post-harvest holidays were celebrated on the weekday regularly set aside as

“Lecture Day,” a midweek church meeting where topical sermons were presented. A famous Thanksgiving
observance is said to have occurred in the autumn of 1621, when Plymouth governor William Bradford invited

local Indians to join the Pilgrims in a three-day festival held in gratitude for the bounty of the season.

Thanksgiving became an annual custom throughout New England in the 17th century, and in 1777 the
Continental Congress declared the first national American Thanksgiving following the Patriot victory at Saratoga.
In 1789, President George Washington became the first president to proclaim a Thanksgiving holiday, when, at
the request of Congress, he proclaimed November 26, a Tuesday, as a day of national thanksgiving for the U.S.
Constitution. However, it was not until 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln declared Thanksgiving to fall on

the last Thursday of November, that the modern holiday was celebrated nationally.

With a few deviations, Lincoln’s precedent was followed annually by every subsequent president–until 1939. In
1939, Franklin D. Roosevelt departed from tradition by declaring November 23, the next to last Thursday that

year, as Thanksgiving Day. Considerable controversy surrounded this deviation, and some Americans refused to
honor Roosevelt’s declaration. For the next two years, Roosevelt repeated the unpopular proclamation, but on
November 26, 1941, he admitted his mistake and signed a bill into law officially making the fourth Thursday in

November the national holiday of Thanksgiving Day.
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There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

November 21 - National Gingerbread Cookie Day, National Stuffing Day,
National Red Mitten Day

November 22 - National Cranberry Relish Day

November 23 - National Cashew Day, National Eat a Cranberry Day, National
Espresso Day

November 24 - National Sardines Day, Tie One On Day, National Jukebox Day

November 25 - National Play Day with Dad, National Parfait Day, Blase´ Day,
Shopping Reminder Day, National Day of Mourning, Thanksgiving Day, Turkey-

free Thanksgiving

November 26 - National Cake Day, National Day of Listening, National Native
American Heritage Day, Black Friday, Buy Nothing Day, Flossing Day, Maize

Day, You’re Welcomegiving Day

November 27 - National Bavarian Cream Pie Day, National Craft Jerky Day,
Small Business Saturday

Entry Into King Tut's Tomb

This week in history, on November 26, 1922, in Egypt’s Valley of the Kings, British archaeologists Howard Carter
and Lord Carnarvon become the first souls to enter King Tutankhamen’s tomb in more than 3,000 years.

Tutankhamen’s sealed burial chambers were miraculously intact, and inside was a collection of several thousand
priceless objects, including a gold coffin containing the mummy of the teenage king.

When Carter first arrived in Egypt, in 1891, most of the ancient Egyptian tombs had been discovered, and the
majority of these had been hopelessly plundered by tomb raiders over the millennia. However, Carter was a

brilliant excavator, and in the first years of the 20th century he discovered the tombs of Queen Hatshepsut and
King Thutmose IV. Around 1907, he became associated with the Earl of Carnarvon, a collector of antiquities who
commissioned Carter to supervise excavations in the Valley of the Kings. By 1913, most experts felt there was

nothing in the Valley left to be uncovered. Carter, however, persisted in his efforts, convinced that the tomb of the
little-known King Tutankhamen might still be found.

King Tutankhamen was enthroned in 1333 B.C. when he was still a child. He died a decade later at the age of 18
and thus made only a faint impression on the history of ancient Egypt. In the 13th century B.C., Tutankhamen

and the other “Amarna” kings were publicly condemned, and most records of them were destroyed–including the
location of Tutankhamen’s tomb. A century later, in the 12th century B.C., workers building a tomb for Ramses VI
inadvertently covered Tutankhamen’s tomb with a deep layer of chips, further protecting it from future discovery.

After World War I, Carter began an intensive search for Tutankhamen’s tomb and on November 4, 1922,
discovered a step leading to its entrance. Lord Carnarvon rushed to Egypt, and on November 23 they broke

through a mud-brick door, revealing the passageway that led to Tutankhamen’s tomb. There was evidence that
robbers had entered the structure at some point, and the archaeologists feared they had discovered yet another
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pillaged tomb. However, on November 26 they broke through another door, and Carter leaned in with a candle to
take a look. Behind him, Lord Carnarvon asked, “Can you see anything?” Carter replied, “Yes, wonderful things.”

It was the antechamber of Tutankhamen’s tomb, and it was gloriously untouched. The dusty floor still showed
the footprints of the tomb builders who left the room more than 3,000 years before. Apparently, the robbers who
had broken into Tutankhamen’s tomb had done so soon after it was completed and were caught before moving

into the interior chambers and causing serious damage.

Thus began a monumental excavation process in which Carter carefully explored the four-room tomb over
several years, uncovering an incredible collection of several thousand objects. In addition to numerous pieces of

jewelry and gold, there was statuary, furniture, clothes, a chariot, weapons, and numerous other objects that
shed a brilliant light on the culture and history of ancient Egypt. The most splendid find was a stone sarcophagus

containing three coffins nested within each other. Inside the final coffin, made out of solid gold, was the
mummified body of the boy-king Tutankhamen, preserved for 3,200 years. Most of these treasures are now

housed in the Cairo Museum.

Booze & Peruse Event Coming!

The first Annual Booze & Peruse event is coming to Kingsbury on December 18th!

There will be food trucks, vendors, and tasty toddies from 4 till 9!

Those 21 and over can get a wristband for $1 or a canned food item.
Buy a commemorative cup for $10 and sample different drinks while seeing what local artisans have to offer! 

Finish your holiday shopping and have some fun to boot!

Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .
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The Friday Morning, May 12, 1876 edition of the San Antonio Express had yet another, more detailed report of
the goings on during the robbery of the Kingsbury-bound stagecoach.  The robbers told the passengers to "shell
out every d--n thing" and Miss Ogden was quite the spitfire!  She "showed more courage than the men" through

the ordeal.  The robbers were "very finely dressed, and mounted on fine Missouri or Kentucky horses."  I
wonder who these guys were??

.
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Elsewhere in 1876, "Reddy the Blacksmith" died of consumption in NY (he was a saloon keeper and very
violent gang leader there), Dr. Hall of Hall's Journal of Health is not so healthy - he fell over and died in the
street today, in a "freak of insanity" de Mabry cried out "In the name of God and Joan of Arc" at the French

ruling session, and if the boy shooting doves doesn't quit, the paper "shall give a few names."

Also, a "horrible miscreant" said that "for once in his life" his wife should have a sensible present - so he bought
her a sewing machine, there are 100 acres of land "on Castroville road" for sale at "One Dollar an acre" (wow!),
Frost & Bro's. has straw turbans for sale, the royal family is sailing around Britain in yachts, and "strange and

wondrous sheep" just landed in Liverpool that have "four long massive horns".

And a little girl died of "Bronchitas" on Thursday - she "was a beautiful bud, destined to bloom in a fairer
clime", General and dictator Porfirio Diaz is "retreating to Matamoros" and his men are "perishing by the

roadside" for lack of water, and General Custer has been relieved of his command by President Grant.  Custer
had given testimony on the trading post corruption of Secretary of War William Belknap and had accused

President Grant's brother of extortion.  We now know that just a few short weeks after this paper came out, on
June 25th, Custer met his end at Little Big Horn.
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Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website
under Calendar.

For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in

the TexMesonet network.

Fall Kingsbury Independent

The Fall edition of the Kingsbury Independent is now out!  You can find them at local businesses including the
Kingsbury Country Store and Geno's Automotive.

The edition has articles on the Pioneer Flight Museum here in Kingsbury, a "Citizen of Kingsbury"
interview, yummy recipes, articles on local people and events, and much more!

Remember - they're just the right price - free!
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Do you have an news item or information you would like in the paper?  Would you would like to advertise in the
Kingsbury Independent?  A business card size ad is only $40!  Need more information?

Just call (323) 546-4728 or 323-KINGSBURY.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Public Hearing on Grant Funds

The City of Kingsbury was awarded a grant for $32,954 as part of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Relief Fund. 
There are specific categories that these funds can be used for and the City Commission would like to get input

from the citizens here on how these funds could be used.

There will be a Public Hearing on Saturday, January 15th at 1:00 pm in the Kingsbury fire station to explain the
grant terms and hear what ways these funds could best be used for the people here in Kingsbury.

Mark your calendars and be a part of the conversation!

Kingsbury Transportation

Horseback was definitely one of the main transportation methods in 1944.

 Here is Leonora Schmidt, Chester Hurt, and Mary Jane Appling riding in downtown Kingsbury near the tree (you
can see the leaves of a branch in the upper left of the photo).  The old Kingsbury National Bank bank building is

in the background with the white doorway.

The ground looks as wet and muddy, more muddy than it has been these past few weeks!
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Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?
Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of

any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about
what's going on in their community.

Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather    

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters    
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