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Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

The Siege Of The Alamo

This week in Texas history in 1836, the siege of the Alamo continues. 

 Mexican General Antonio Lopez de Santa Ana had concluded a march from Mexico, arriving in San Antonio de
Bexar (now San Antonio) and the Alamo mission.  Texian soldiers had established a garrison at the Alamo

Mission, a former Spanish religious outpost which had been converted to a makeshift fort.  Described by Santa
Anna as an "irregular fortification hardly worthy of the name", the Alamo had been designed to withstand an

attack by native tribes, not an artillery-equipped army.

A couple of days ago, Colonel Travis smuggled out a letter that read: “To the People of Texas and All Americans
in the World…. I shall never surrender or retreat…. Victory or Death!”

Since then, some reinforcements have come in, occasional cannonballs are volleyed, opposite sides meet in
small skirmishes, ... and the waiting continues ...

Day Four – Friday February 26, 1836
The Texians burned more jacales (small thatched roof huts) during the night. It soon became obvious that the

Alamo's water well would not supply the needs of a 150+ people in the garrison. They would have to obtain water
from the nearby acequia (irrigation ditch).  The overnight arrival of a norther dropped the temperatures to near
freezing. As daylight broke, a Texian foray went outside the walls to obtain water and wood. A small skirmish
erupted with the Mexican troops and Mexican casualties were slightly heavier than in earlier fights due to the

Texian's eastern-facing cannon.

Day Five – Saturday February 27, 1836
The fifth day of the siege was again cold with temperatures ranging in the 30s.  Having exhausted their own

supplies, the Mexicans pillaged Bexar of foodstuffs and perishables. When they in turn depleted these, they sent
troops to nearby ranchos to forage livestock and corn.  In a decisive move, the Mexicans cut off the eastern

acequia's water supply at its source: the San Antonio River. Not only did this end the minor skirmishes that had
taken place from the beginning of the siege; it essentially eliminated the defender's major source of water.

 General Gaona received Santa Anna's letter of the 25th requesting him to send three battalions as quickly as
possible. Gaona immediately complied, yet failed to forward any heavy siege guns because Santa Anna

neglected to include this request in his dispatch.

Day Six – Sunday February 28, 1836
Mexicans receive intelligence that 200 Texian reinforcements from Goliad are en route to the Alamo.  The morale

within the compound is high. According to Mrs. Dickinson, Crockett took up a fiddle and challenged John
McGregor, a Scot with bagpipes, to a contest of instruments.

Day Seven – Monday February 29, 1836
The Mexican's Jimenez battalion and the cavalry under command of General Ramirez y Sesma are ordered
down the Goliad road to intercept any reinforcements that might have been sent by Fannin.  The Mexicans

propose a three-day armistice and several Tejanos leave Alamo during the cease-fire.
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Day Eight – Tuesday March 1, 1836
Thirty-two reinforcements from Gonzales arrive.  General Sesma advances towards Goliad to seek out Texian

reinforcements coming to the aid of the Alamo. Finding none, he returns to Bexar.  The Alamo's 12-pound
gunnade fires two shots, one of them hitting Santa Anna's headquarters.

Day Nine – Wednesday March 2, 1836
Travis receives a report that there is corn at the Seguin ranch. He sends a detatchment headed by Lt. Menchaca

to retrieve it.
Mexican forces discover a hidden road within pistol shot of the Alamo and post the Jimenez battalion there to

cover it.  Unknown to the defenders, Independence has been declared at Washington-on-the-Brazos.

Day Ten – Thursday March 3, 1836
James Butler Bonham arrives with news of reinforcements. He reports that sixty men from Gonzales are due and
that an additional 600 would soon be en route.  The Texians fire several shots into the city in celebration.  Santa
Anna receives word of Mexican General Urrea's victory at San Patricio. In celebration, the Mexcians ring church

bells and there is revelry in the camp.
The lead elements of General Gaona's Brigade arrive. These are reinforcements needed for a successful assault.

Day Eleven – Friday March 4, 1836
Santa Anna gathers his officers for a council of war.  It is decided that when the final assault takes place, that they
will take no prisoners. The time for the assault will be determined tomorrow.  Having been consolidated into two

batteries, the Mexican artillery, is brought to within 200 yards of the compound.

More Texian reinforcements arrive in the late hours.

Day Twelve – Saturday March 5, 1836
Saturday, March 5, marked a brief departure from the frigid temperatures of the preceding days, as the air

warmed to between 50 and 68 degrees. That morning, Santa Anna called another staff meeting and announced
that the assault would commence the following day.  Again, officers advocated waiting for the arrival of the heavy

artillery. According to his aide, Fernando Urissa, Santa Anna responded "What are the lives of soldiers than so
many chickens? I tell you, the Alamo must fall, and my orders must be obeyed at all hazards. If our soldiers are

driven back, the next line in their rear must force those before them forward, and compel them to scale the
walls, cost what it may."  The orders instructed all men to wear shoes or sandals and to properly tie their shako
chin-straps. Despite the cold, soldiers were prohibited from wearing cloaks or blankets, as these might limit their
movements on the battlefield. Each soldier would receive either 4 or 6 rounds of ammunition and would be given

2 flints.

A messenger arrives at the Alamo compound with the grim news that reinforcements aren't coming.

That evening, James Allen became the last courier to leave the Alamo, carrying messages from Travis and
several of the other men.  Legend holds that at some point on March 5, Travis gathered his men and explained
that an attack was likely imminent, and that the Mexican Army would likely prevail. He supposedly drew a line in

the sand and asked those willing to die for the Texian cause to cross and stand alongside him. A bedridden
Bowie requested that Crockett and several others carry his cot over the line, leaving only one man, Louis "Moses"

Rose on the other side. Explaining that he was not yet ready to die, Rose escaped that evening.

At 10 pm, the Mexican artillery ceased their bombardment. As Santa Anna had planned, the exhausted Texians
soon fell into a deep sleep, the first uninterrupted sleep many had gotten since the siege began.  Three Texians

were sent to act as sentries outside the walls.

Late that evening, the Mexicans begin moving into attack position . . .



Hello March!

This week sees the first days of March.  For some of us it’s an unsettling month: no longer winter, not quite
spring, even though the official First Day of Spring usually falls around March 20th with the vernal equinox. As we

march into March, entertain your brain with some fun facts about our third month.

First of all, March was not always the third month. For the ancient Romans, it was the first month of the year and
was named after Mars, the god of war. This could go a long way toward explaining some of the fierce weather
that can occur in this month and the familiar saying that “March comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb.”

It might also explain why one of the traditional birthstones for March is the bloodstone, marked by red flecks
against its green surface and sometimes referred to as the martyr’s stone. It symbolizes courage and endurance.

But the alternate birthstone is the more tranquil aquamarine with its distinctive seawater blue coloration. It is said
to confer safety during sea voyages.

The official March flower is the daffodil or jonquil. It’s one of the first flowers to bloom as spring draws near,
making it the flower of rebirth, along with other meanings such as friendship and respect. Its traditional sunny

yellow color makes it the perfect cheerful flower for celebrating the end of winter.

MARCH WEATHER LORE

When March has April weather, April will have March weather.

 Thunder in March betokens a fruitful year.

 Dust in March brings grass and foliage.

 A March Sun sticks like a lock of wool.

There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

February 27th - Anosmia Awareness Day, National Kahlua Day, National Retro Day, National
Strawberry Day, National Polar Bear Day

February 28th - National Chocolate Souffle Day, National Floral Design Day, National Public
Sleeping Day, National Tooth Fairy Day, Rare Disease Day USA 



March 1st - National Dadgum That’s Good Day, National Fruit Compote Day, National Horse
Protection Day, National Minnesota Day, National Peanut Butter Lover’s Day, National Pig Day, Self-

Injury Awareness Day, National Pancake Day, Fat Tuesday, Paczki Day, Fastnacht Day

March 2nd - National Banana Cream Pie Day, National Old Stuff Day, World Teen Mental Wellness
Day, National Read Across America Day (Dr. Seuss Day), Ash Wednesday

March 3rd - National Anthem Day, National Cold Cuts Day, National I Want You to Be Happy Day,
National Mulled Wine Day, Soup It Forward Day, National Hospitalist Day

March 4th - Marching Music Day, National Grammar Day, National Hug a G.I. Day, National Pound
Cake Day, National Sons Day, Tartar Sauce Day, National Day of Unplugging, National Dress in Blue

Day, National Speech and Debate Education Day, National Employee Appreciation Day

March 5th - National Absinthe Day, National Cheese Doodle Day, National Multiple Personality Day

Texas Independence Day

This week in Texas history, on March 2nd in 1836, Texas became a republic.

On March 1st, 59 delegates from the seventeen Mexican municipalities of Texas and the settlement of Pecan
Point met at Washington-on-the-Brazos to consider independence from Mexico. George C. Childress presented

a resolution calling for independence, and the chairman of the convention appointed Childress to head a
committee of five to draft a declaration of independence.

In the early morning hours of March 2nd, the convention voted unanimously to accept the resolution. After fifty-
eight members signed the document, Texas became the Republic of Texas.



Kingsbury Market

There will be a Market in downtown Kingsbury today and every Sunday, weather permitting.  The event will be in

Downtown Kingsbury
        From noon to 3        

Every Sunday

You'll be able to pick up farm fresh eggs and produce.  Handcrafted items, homemade pies, cakes, and other
baked goods are usually also available.

From The Wolfshohl Diary

Kingsbury resident Albert Wolfshohl kept a diary of important events and Patsy Pape Ulbricht shared with the
Newsletter the years from 1908 to 1922.

Here's what was happening in Kingsbury in 1912:



The Halm Store was in the current building in downtown Kingsbury that is near the tree that says "1912" at the
top.  There are shelves in use in the Kingsbury Country Store next to the old Halm Store that came from that

building.  I wonder if these are some of the shelves mentioned?!

Burn Ban

There is currently no burn ban for Guadalupe County.

As always, please take precautions and report any fire hazards immediately to the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire
Department at 639-4499 or to the Guadalupe Fire Dispatch at 379-1224.  To report a fire, please dial 911.

Always be careful when welding, burning, shredding, or even grilling.  A small spark can cause a much larger
problem quickly.

Counties with a burn ban as of February 27:



Winter Kingsbury Independent Is Here!

The Winter edition of the Kingsbury Independent is now here!  You can find them at local businesses.

The edition contains an interview with County Judge Kutcher about the present and future in Guadalupe County,
planning and zoning for Kingsbury, and reflections on last year's "Snowpocalypse."  Other articles include a

"Citizen of Kingsbury", yummy recipes, articles on local people and events, and much more!

Remember - they're just the right price - free!

Do you have an news item or information you would like in the paper?  Would you would like to advertise in the
Kingsbury Independent?  A business card size ad is only $40!  Need more information?

Just call (323) 546-4728 or 323-KINGSBURY.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~



Primary Election Information

The elections for the Primary races will be held March 1, 2022.

Here is some important information for those elections:

Tuesday, March 1, 2022    Election Day

Election Day polling locations in or near Kingsbury:

Kingsbury United Methodist Church - 7035 MF 2438
Staples Baptist Church - 10020 FM 621, Staples

Maranatha Fellowship Hall - 2356 S. Hwy 80, Luling

The latest information can be found on the Guadalupe County Elections website.

https://www.google.com/maps/search/10020+FM+621?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/10020+FM+621?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2356+S.+Hwy+80,+Luling?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/2356+S.+Hwy+80,+Luling?entry=gmail&source=g
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=26af3c3d66&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=26af3c3d66&e=0d71f5ad8b


Kingsbury Weather

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website
under Calendar.

For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in the

TexMesonet network.

Fat Tuesday

This Tuesday, March 1st, is Mardi Gras, also known as Fat Tuesday!

Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday) is a festival held the day before Ash Wednesday (Shrove Tuesday), signifying the end
of the Carnival season and the start of Lent. Many cities (especially those with large Catholic populations) like

New Orleans are famous for their Mardi Gras.

During Mardi Gras, almost everyone takes part in celebrating with lavish parades and parties. Many different
people celebrate Mardi Gras in their own way, some people have small parties and eat many of the tasty pastries

and some people have huge parties and celebrate in a big way. Some of the pastries they eat are called king's
cake, hot cross buns, punchskis, tricolor scrolls and thick sugar cookies. There are many more things that other

people eat but these are the usual American celebration food for mardi gras. There are so many different parades
and kinds of celebrations.

In some countries, including the United Kingdom, Ireland and Australia, the day is called Shrove Tuesday, Fat
Tuesday, Pancake Tuesday, or Pancake Day.

Laissez les bons temps rouler!
( Let the good times roll! )

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=d20c83d5b4&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=d20c83d5b4&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=6da2ae720d&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=6da2ae720d&e=0d71f5ad8b


Kingsbury VFD and Auxiliary

Regular meetings of the Kingsbury Volunteer Fire Department are scheduled for the first Thursday of each month
at 7:30 at KVFD Fire Station #1.  The next is

Thursday, March 3rd

Stop by to learn what you can do to help your community as a firefighter, a supporter, or as a first-responder.

The KVFD Auxiliary has their meetings on the first Thursday of most months starting in March.  The next meeting
of 2022 will be Thursday, March 3rd and all meetings start at 6:00 p.m. in the Kingsbury VFD fire station.  Come

by and be a part of the awesome KVFD Auxiliary!

The City of Kingsbury was awarded a grant for $32,954 as part of the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Relief Fund. 
There are specific categories that these funds can be used for and the Kingsbury City Commission has been

getting input in Public Meetings from the citizens here on how these funds could be used.

There will be a second Public Meeting on

Saturday, March 5th

at 1:00 pm in the Kingsbury fire station to go into more detail on the ideas that have been suggested.

Bring a friend and be a part of the conversation!

Public Meeting on Grant Funds



If you would like to see what ideas have been suggested, simply go to the Kingsbury website and select
"government" then "message board" or you can go directly to the grant conversation in the message board by

clicking here.

Another wonderful picture from Patsy Ulbricht.  This is the "Kingsbury Choral Club 1933" and Patsy's mother,
Arline Coates Pape, is in the front row, second from the right.

Everyone is dressed so beautifully and I bet they sang beautifully too!

There are no other names attached to this picture, but I'm betting that someone recognizes a face or two.

Kingsbury Choral Club

Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?
Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of

any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about
what's going on in their community.

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=84e57f8db5&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=84e57f8db5&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=5ae17c280d&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=5ae17c280d&e=0d71f5ad8b


Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather    

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters    
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