
Kingsbury Texas
News & Information Newsletter

Dear Kingsbury,

Here's the latest on what's going on in Kingsbury!

Here Comes December

Now that Thanksgiving is past, this week sees the first days of December!

December is the twelfth and last month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian Calendars. It is the seventh and
last month to have the length of 31 days.

December got its name from the Latin word decem (meaning ten) because it was originally the tenth month of the
year in the Roman calendar, which began in March. The winter days following December were not included as
part of any month. Later, the months of January and February were created out of the monthless period and

added to the beginning of the calendar, but December retained its name.
  

The zodiac signs for the month of December are

 Sagittarius (until December 21)

 Capricorn (December 22 onward)

 December's birth flower is the narcissus  which symbolizes good wishes, faithfulness and respect.
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 Holly and the paperwhite   - a relative of the daffodil with lovely white blooms - are also flowers for
those born in December.

December’s traditional birthstone is the turquoise  . It is considered a symbol of good fortune and success.

 Zircon and   tanzanite are also considered to be December birthstones.

Month-long observances in December:

International Sharps Injury Prevention Awareness Month
Learn a Foreign Language Month

National Car Donation Month
National Pear Month

Bingo’s Birthday Month
National Drunk & Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month

National Human Rights Month
National Tie Month

National Write A Business Plan Month
Operation Santa Paws (1-24)

Root Vegetables and Exotic Fruits Month
Safe Toys and Gifts Month

Spiritual Literacy Month
Universal Human Rights Month

Worldwide Food Service Safety Month
World Twin To Twin Transfusion Syndrome Awareness Month

DECEMBER 2021 LONG RANGE WEATHER FORECAST FOR TEXAS & OKLAHOMA

Winter will be colder than normal, with the coldest periods in early to mid-January and early to mid-February.
Precipitation will be below average, but snowfall will be above average in the north, with the best chances for

snow in mid- to late January and early February.

Dec 1-5     Sunny, very cold
Dec 6-12     Isolated showers, warm

Dec 13-20     Sunny, mild
Dec 21-27    Rain and snow showers, cold

Dec 28-31     Sunny, warm

December
Temperature: 53° (2° above avg.)
Precipitation: 1.5" (1" below avg.)

The Geminid meteor shower, typically the strongest meteor shower of the year, is officially active now in the night
skies. The Geminids can deliver over a hundred meteors per hour during peak nights. It's also the rare shower

that doesn't require you to wake up at atrocious hours before sunrise for the best viewing experience.



In 2022, the shower is active from Nov. 19 until Dec. 24, peaking on the evening of Dec. 13 into the following
morning. The moon will be more than two-thirds full that night, which is a bit of a bummer but certainly not enough

to discourage skywatchers from heading outside for a look.

The Geminids are the rare meteor shower that don't seem to be traced to an active comet that makes intermittent
visits to the inner solar system spaced out by several years or longer. Instead, the source seems to be the

asteroid 3200 Phaethon, which astronomers think may be an extinct comet or new kind of object called a "rock
comet," according to NASA. Whatever it is, the pieces of debris and detritus that have broken away from

Phaethon over the years form dusty clouds that are more dense than what most comets leave behind. This
explains why the Geminids are consistently one of the stronger annual showers. Each December we drift through
the most dense part of this cloud and hundreds or thousands of bits roughly the size of a pebble burn up as they

collide with our upper atmosphere.

While it's best to mark the peak night on your calendar, it's possible to catch a few meteors an hour right now,
especially as other showers like the Leonids and Taurids are still active.  The early evening hours are the best

times to see a bright "earth-grazer," which is nickname for a brilliant fireball that appears to flame out
spectacularly just above the horizon. 

   Thunder in December presages fine weather.

   A green Christmas, a white Easter.

   As the days lengthen, so the cold strengthens.

  If it rains much during the twelve days after Christmas, it will be a wet year.



There's A Day For Everything

In case you didn't already know ... there's something every day to celebrate!
Here are some of the fun, unusual, or forgotten holidays this week:

November 27th - National Secondhand Sunday, National Bavarian Cream Pie Day, National
Craft Jerky Day

November 28th - National French Toast Day, Cyber Monday

November 29th - Electronic Greetings Day, National Day of Giving

November 30th - Computer Security Day, National Mason Jar Day, National Meth Awareness
Day, National Mississippi Day, National Mousse Day, National Personal Space Day, Stay Home

Because You’re Well Day, National Package Protection Day

December 1st - Bifocals at the Monitor Liberation Day, Day With(out) Art Day, National Eat a
Red Apple Day, National Pie Day, Rosa Parks Day

December 2nd - National Fritters Day, National Mutt Day, Special Education Day , Faux Fur
Friday, National Bartender Day

December 3rd - National Roof Over Your Head Day, National Play Outside Day, Skywarn
Recognition Day

Kingsbury Items For Sale

Looking for a neat little Kingsbury gift or want to support your location Kingsbury VFD?  The KVFD Auxiliary has
tea towels, stemless wine glasses, and coasters available for sale in the Kingsbury Country Store on Railway

Street.

Tea towels wine glasses are $10 and coasters are $5 and all proceeds go to the KVFD Auxiliary for support of



our firefighters and first responders.

Come check it all out!

Kingsbury News Past

All the news that's fit to print about what was happening in Kingsbury . . .

The June 17, 1876 edition of the San Antonio Express had a "Railroad Item" about the railroad and the iron being used for
the rails.  In 1876, the railroad only came as far west as Kingsbury and 1500 tons of iron was to be delivered here to finish
the track to San Antonio.  There was some rumors about the iron being delayed put out by "our Main Plaza contemporary"
(I'm guessing that means the San Antonio Light) but that seems "false and foolish".  And there was apparently a "bug under



the chip" when the railroad to Cuero was suspended.  A "bug under the chip" was an old phrase meaning a hidden motive - as
in there is a bug under a chip of wood that is making it move, not the wood chip moving on its own.  These old newspapers

always seem to be talking in code!

Kingsbury was mentioned again under the Official Journal Of Bexar Co. with K C Ends being the Agent for the Daily and
Weekly Express.  Other agents were from Brackett (now Brackettville), Fort Concho (a frontier fort that is now San Angelo),
and Cottage Hill.  Cottage Hill was a small town and stagecoach stop in east Bexar County that declined when the Cottage

Hill Gang created so much lawlessness that the Post Office and then businesses moved to nearby St. Hedwig.

Elsewhere in 1876, the "Indian War" continues with the Indians "firing at a distance of 600 yards", the Army medical corps is
abolishing the "office of medical store-keeper", the Saratoga Baths have re-opened for the season (towels will cost you an

extra 25¢ per month!), and "The Traveler's Companion" is "a safe remedy against stage robbers' attacks".  Was it a book?  A
gun?  A bag with a hidden compartment?  This one's a mystery to me.

Also in 1876, the "State of Tex." could learn a thing or two from the Mormons on how to entice "stout, healthy, industrious,
and virtuous men and women" to come and populate "our vast territory", Capt. McNelly's men brought in a couple of outlaw

brothers (one of which was "liberated from the Waco prison" by the other), "all the youths" got the measles in Quihi (just
north of Hondo) and Newfountain (now a ghost town just west of Quihi), and I'm not sure what promising crops and

plentiful Sewing Machine agents have to do with each other.

And a notice to "Flockmasters" about rams and ewes for sale (I'm guessing that they meant Flockmasters and not
"Flockmastebs"), the remains of several members of the French royalty that died in exile in England are being brought home
to France, I'm not sure why "Castroville civiliazation" can't "bear a bath house", the death rate of men in England is highest
among hackney coachmen and then liquor sellers, and Capt. McNelly's "boys" (meaning the Texas Rangers) are in the city

and "well mounted" and "armed to the teeth".



Kingsbury Weather
 

Kingsbury weather for this week.  You can always get the latest weather in Kingsbury on the Kingsbury website
under Calendar.

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=f119207730&e=0d71f5ad8b


For current temperature, rainfall totals, wind speed, etc. just click on the bar at the bottom to go directly to the
Baker Ranch weather station in Kingsbury.  You can view local conditions and all the other weather stations in the

TexMesonet network.

 

The 2nd Annual Booze & Peruse event is scheduled for December 10th in Kingsbury Hall!

There will be lots of vendor booths for you to finish your Christmas shopping, a drink contest, and Santa (and
maybe even the Grinch!) will make an appearance.

Proceeds go to Light Work 316 which works to lighten the financial burden of families facing major or life altering
illness or injury.

Mark your calendars for a fun time in Downtown Kingsbury!

 

Booze & Peruse

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=dc803e3573&e=0d71f5ad8b


Days Till Christmas



 

A class picture of the Kingsbury School around 1900.  At that time, the Kingsbury School was in the building that
is now the Kingsbury Methodist Church on FM 2438.  The building was used as the Kingsbury school house from

1876 to 1917.

In the picture, many of the girls are wearing corsages and many of the boys are wearing boutonnieres.  Several
of the girls have large flower arrangements with greenery on their laps.  It was obviously a special day!  It was so
special that two little girls seated in the center of the front row have their Teddy bears on their laps and the little

girl at the far left has her Teddy bear sitting on the floor in front of her.

The desks have a few books and pencils on them and one on the right has a table bell on it.  All the desks also
have holes for ink wells in the front.

The back wall has several pictures on it.  The picture to the left of the door appears to be a large building, and
the picture second from the left to the right of the door is a big, white rooster.

The chalk board on the back wall shows the subjects being studied:  A. Arithmetic, C. Arithmetic, D. Arithmetic, B.
Arithmetic, E. Arithmetic, Physical Geography, Geography, Composition, B. Grammar, B. Algebra, Texas History,

A. Algebra, Physiology, U. S. History, A. Grammar, and Civil Government.

Quite the education!

The back of the picture shows it was a post card addressed to Katie Jones, Kingsbury, Tex.  There was a Katie
Jones born in Kingsbury in 1896 and married John Carroll.  Katie was a descendant of Stephen Austin's first

settlers, "The Old 300", and the original Texas Rangers. She graduated from Southwest Texas State Teachers
College and was known for her artistic talents.  She was an annual participant in the State Fair of Texas, winning
prizes for her pickles and jellies and baking entries.  She also displayed her fine needlecraft and quilting projects.

 Is this Katie Jones possibly a little girl in the picture?

 

Class Picture



Know someone that should be on the Kingsbury Newsletter eMail List?
Send them this email!  All they need to do is go to the Kingsbury website, click on the weird little dog at the bottom of

any page, and fill out their name and email address.  It's so easy!  Let's get everybody to be "in the know" about
what's going on in their community.

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=a4bbcf2e40&e=0d71f5ad8b


Thanks!
Kingsbury News & Information

For more information any time
Visit our website - www.kingsburytexas.org

Visit us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/KingsburyTexas

   Check out the Kingsbury Calendar & Weather    

   Check out previous News & Information Newsletters      

This email was sent to kingsburytexas@gmail.com
why did I get this?    unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences

City of Kingsbury · PO Box 99 · Kingsbury, TX 78638-0099 · USA

https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=5a02a94090&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=f6021c2dbf&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=c46cf7f8f6&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=9195c5c7b4&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=ce9f83f787&e=0d71f5ad8b
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=d0cc249561&e=0d71f5ad8b
mailto:kingsburytexas@gmail.com
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/about?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=c4e78193d5&e=0d71f5ad8b&c=cc70e45db9
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=c4e78193d5&e=0d71f5ad8b&c=cc70e45db9
https://kingsburytexas.us18.list-manage.com/profile?u=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&id=c4e78193d5&e=0d71f5ad8b&c=cc70e45db9
http://www.mailchimp.com/email-referral/?utm_source=freemium_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=referral_marketing&aid=db88b3d5aafe687567256bd74&afl=1

